
The s u r v e y o r s  who are  e m p lo y e d  and operat ing  a pr ivate  p r a c t i c e  on the s ide 
w i l l  be r equ ired  to r e g i s t e r  the s a m e  as any other  f i r m .  This  w i l l  d i s c o u r a g e  w e e k 
end s u r v e y o r s  f r o m  w ork ing  on their  own and cause  them to a s s o c i a t e  th e m se lv e s  
with a pr ivate  f i r m  if  they wish to do the odd j o b .

Another  addit ional  benef it  would  be that graduating s u r v e y o r s  w i l l  not f ind 
their j o bs  f i l led  by  n o n - O . L . S .  p a r t y - c h i e f s . It was  at the t im es  when m any  n o n -  
O . L . S .  p a r t y - c h ie f s  w e r e  used ,  without p r o p e r  su p e rv is io n ,  that m any su rve y in g  
e r r o r s  w e re  m ad e .

Pr ivate  f i r m s  w il l ,  a lm o s t  im m e dia te ly ,  r e a l i z e  m o r e  than the c o s t  o f  the 
re g is t ra t io n  fees  in the s e r v i c e s  p ro v id e d .

The m e m b e r s  of  the A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  s ti l l  be  paying fo r  the g e n e ra l  o p e ra t io n  
c o s t  thereo f .

The r e a l  benef it  o f  this sy s te m  is that the c l ient ,  our  on ly  s o u r c e  o f  revenu e ,  
whether  a pr ivate  p e r s o n  or  a gov ern m en ta l  o f f i c e ,  w i l l  be paying their  equal share  
towards the s e r v i c e s  r e q u ir e d  to advance  s u rvey in g  in the P r o v i n c e  o f  O ntar io .

- o f r
HISTORICAL NOTES

THE L IF E  AND HARD TIMES OF THE E A R L Y  LAND SURVEYORS
by W m .  C. Yates

It used  to be  that the w o rd  11 s u r v e y o r 11 r e f e r r e d  to only one p e r s o n  - a dusty 
sunburned type, usual ly  bending down behind an instrum ent  on a tr ipod ,  r o a r in g  
incoherent ly  at a couple  of  a ss is tants  in the d is tan ce .  It was vague ly  felt  that this 
p e r s o n  was m e a s u r in g  land, and that the m y s t e r i o u s  instrum ent  would, i f  set up on 
a stake, au tom at ica l ly  f ind the lot l in es .  The last  few  y e a r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  the w o r d
" s u rv e y o r * 1 is m o r e  l ike ly  to m e an  a fact  f inder  of  any k i n d  f o r  e x a m p le ,  the
p resen t  w r i t e r  has b een  a s s u r e d  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  that a S U RV EY  shows him to 
be a leading c i t i zen  in his c om m u n ity ,  and thus e l ig ib le  to p u r c h a s e  h a n d s o m e ly  
bound vo lu m e s  at a rate p e r  foo t  m uch  lo w e r  than so ld  to the h e rd .  Other  s u r v e y o r s  
have d i s c o v e r e d  that the g a s t r i c  ju i c e s  of  many overw e igh t  p e r s o n s  f low  73% fa s te r  
when the TV c o m m e r c i a l  s ta r ts .  Stil l o thers  invest igate  the c o r r e l a t i o n  betw een  
w e e k -e n d  trave l  and nervous  c o l l a p s e .  It is n e c e s s a r y ,  then, to r e f e r  to LAND 
s u r v e y o r s ,  i f  what is meant  is the few hundred m en  in Ontar io  who m a r k  new 
p a r c e l s  of  land, invest igate  old ones ,  and a r e  often seen  d igging ho les  about  w h e r e  
that old stake used  to be .

The w o rk  that land s u r v e y o r s  do now wi l l  be c r i t i c a l l y  exam in ed  m any  g e n e r 
ations hence ,  just  as  s u r v e y o r s  who w e r e  p r a c t i c in g  at C o n fe d e ra t io n  a r e  spoken 
about now as if  they a re  just  t e m p o r a r i l y  inact ive ,  p o s s i b l y  o f f  on an extended 
vacat ion .  T h e ir  r e c o r d s  and r e p o r t s  are  v e r y  m uch  a l ive ,  and p r o j e c t  the m en  
th em se lv es  faithfully .

The m o d e r n  land s u r v e y o r s  do their w o r k  unobtrus ive ly ,  m e e t  once  a yea r  
p r o v in c ia l ly ,  and once  a month l o c a l l y ,  m uch  like other  o r g a n iz a t io n s .  W hether  
they are  running a l ine through the northern  Ontar io  bush, o r  a long  a l o c a l  s idewalk ,
they have a s e c u r e  p lace  in our stable e c o n o m y .  It w asn 't  a lw ays  s o  a study of
the d ia r ies  and c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  of  the e a r ly  s u r v e y o r s  m akes  the m o d e r n  ones  glad 
to be in this century .  This  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is full  o f  r e qu e s ts ,  c o uched  in the m o s t  
r esp ec t fu l  t e r m s ,  f o r  at l eas t  part ia l  payment f o r  w o rk  long s ince  done.  It is full  
of h a i r - r a i s i n g  accounts  o f  d i s s a s t e r  and f e r o c i o u s  w eather  cond it ions ,  e p id e m ic ,  
a cc ident ,  in explanation o f  why the su rvey  took l o n g e r  than e xp e c te d .  To  be sure ,
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one would conc lude  that al l  su rveys  at that time w e r e  conducted  in c a t a c l y s m i c  
weather ,  the l ike of  which has not b een  seen  s in ce .  But it m ust  be c o n s id e r e d  that 
the s u r v e y o r s  w e re  dealing with s o m e  pretty  s t e e l y - e y e d  c l ients  - -  l o c a l  and p r o 
v incia l  g o v e r n m e n ts ,  w hose  p a y m a ste r s  had swinging b r i c k s  w h e r e  their  hearts  
should have been .

C o n s id e r  the case  of  Augustus  Jones ,  Deputy Land S u r v e y o r ,  one o f  the f i r s t  
in Upper  Canada.  His or ig ina l  le t te rs  to the S u r v e y o r - G e n e r a l  a re  am ong  the 
Survey r e c o r d s  o f  the D epartm ent  of  Lands and F o r e s t s .  He p r a c t i c e d  f o r  about 
thirty five  y e a rs  f r o m  about 1790 to 1825, and his s e r v i c e s  to what has b e c o m e  
M etropo l i tan  T oron to  w e re  p r i c e l e s s .  Both Dundas Street ,  f r o m  Burl ington  to 
Toronto ,  and Yonge Street  to Lake S i m c o e ,  w e re  done by him,  and yet twenty 
y e a rs  after  s o m e  of  the w o rk  was done, he is stil l  trying to get  paid.  He is a lways 
" y o u r  m ost  obedient and humble servant11 and should his w o rk  be de layed  by  d i s 
as te r ,  he w r i tes  as if  he w e re  p e r s o n a l ly  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  f i re  and f lood ,  in one 
letter  he ticks off ,  f o r  b o o k -k e e p in g  r e a s o n s ,  the nam es  of  s o m e  of  those who w e re  
with him on s u r v e y s ,  with a w o rd  about what la ter  happened.  It is a m e la n c h o ly  
account  "k i l le d  in Indian Country"  " c a p tu re d  by the A m e r i c a n s ,  and shot f o r  a spy"  
and so  on. The fo l lowing  s ix  le t ters  w i l l  give an idea of  the stature of  the man, the 
value of his w ork ,  and the obdurate nature of  the author it ies  of  the day.

Y ork ,  D e c .  24, 1795.
To  W. Smith, Act ing  S urvey or  G enera l ,  Upper Canada.

Sir :  In obed ience  to your  instruct ions  to me to c o m p le te  the s u r v e y  of the T o w n 
ship of  Y ork ,  I waited on His E x c e l l e n c y  L t - G o v .  S im c o e ,  together  with a map 
thereof ,  a ll  of  which m et  with His E x c e l l e n c y ’ s approbat ion  -  but His E x c e l l e n c y  
the G o v e r n o r  was p leased  to d i r e c t  me (prev ious  to m y  survey ing  the Township  o f  
York)  to p r o c e e d  on Yonge Street  to su rve y  and open a car t  road ,  f r o m  the H arbour  
of Y ork  to Lake S im c o e ,  which I am now busy  at - M r .  P e a r c e  is to be with me in 
a few days t im e ,  with a detachm ent  o f  about thirty of  the Q u e e n ’ s R a n g e r s ,  who are  
to a s s i s t  in opening the road -  I have c o m m e n c e d  the s u r v e y  of Dundas Street ,  f r o m  
where  it was left  o f f  opposite  the outlet o f  Burl ington  Bay,  to the landing, a c op y  o f  
which I w i l l  send the f i r s t  co n ve n ie n ce .

I am your v e r y  hum ble  servant ,
A . Jones ,  D . L . S .

(This  le t ter ,  upon examination,  p robab ly  contains,  in a few  l in es ,  m o r e  condensed  
h is to ry  of  the layout of  T oronto  and d is t r i c t  than can be found anywhere  e l s e . )
To  D . W .  Smith 16 Mile C r e e k
Acting S u r v e y o r  G enera l  May 26, 1796.
Newark.
Sir:  I am h onored  with your le t ter  o f  21st o f  A p r i l  last ,  and the 2nd, 3rd o f  this
inst.  , all  o f  which I w il l  punctual ly  attend to - I have been  busy  on the road  north 
of the Lake (Dundas Street)  s ince  I had the honor  to write  you last ,  and in a few 
days now wil l  have it open f r o m  Burl ington  Bay  to the R i v e r  C red i t ,  with the 
b r id ges  com plete  o v e r  the two la r g e  c r e e k s ,  the 12 and 16 m i l e .

I am,  Sir ,  your v e r y  humble servant .
A .  Jones ,  D . L . S .

Hon. D .W .  Smith Salt f leet
Act ing  S u r v e y o r -G e n e r a l  M arch  17, 1797.
Upper  Canada.

Sir :  I have been busy  s o m e  time past p e r fo r m in g  surveys  o r d e r e d  on Yonge St. ;
Continued on Page 21
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my p ro v is io n s  being out I re turned  to Burl ington  Bay,  to take on m o r e  to c o m p le te  
the w ork .  On m y  a r r iv in g  here  one of m y  m en  was taken il l ,  the ap p earan ce  of 
which was much like the s m a l l - p o x .  I sent d i r e c t ly  to D r .  Tif fany,  who gave his 
opinion as such; the a la r m e d  the r e s t  of  the party  much,  and they w e r e  about to 
leave  me,  and not being cer ta in  but s om e  of  them might have caught it f r o m  the 
s i ck  man, together  with the opin ion of the d o c to r ,  I had the r e s t  o f  the party  i n o c u 
lated; the s ick  man as be fo r e  mentioned thinks that he took it by s leep ing  in s o m e  
blankets ,  at M r s .  G ivens ,  w here  s om e  of  Capt.  B r a n t ’ s people  had slept ,  who had 
the s m a l l - p o x  on their  return  f r o m  M ontrea l .  I am e x c e e d in g ly  s o r r y  of  the de lay  
with my work ,  tho1 unavoidable ,  it is not in m y  pow er  at p r e se n t  to get  another 
party .  The d o c to r  says that in about f i fteen or  twenty days t im e,  I m ay  p r o c e e d  on 
bus in ess ,  with m y party,  which  t ime I shall  im p ro v e  as soon  as  p o s s ib le  - I am at 
a l o s s  how to act in r e g a r d  to the expenses  by  this s i ck n e ss  and inoculat ion  and must  
beg o f  you to have the good ness  to in fo rm  m e .

I am,  Sir ,
Y our  v e r y  humble  servant ,

A .  Jones ,  D . L .  S.

These  w e re  indeed hard t a s k m a s t e rs .  Note that this r eso lu te  man finds it n e c e s s a r y  
to apo log ize  f o r  the de lay  caused  by a v irulent  plague,  and f o r  the exp ense  o f  i n o c u 
lating his m en .
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Salt f leet  
July 13, 1812.

T o  Thomas Ridout,  E sq .
S urveyor  -G e n e ra l ,  Y o r k .

Sir:  I w i l l  take it as a p ar t i cu lar  favor  fo r  you to be so  good and in form  m e when
m y old survey  accounts  w i l l  be audited, as I w ish  to c o m e  down and take s o m e  deeds  
out of  the S e c r e t a r y ' s  o f f i ce ,  and b e s id e s  I am in want of  m o n e y  to settle s o m e  debts 
I owe - your  co m p l ia n c e  w i l l  g re a t ly  ob l ige .

Your  m o s t  humble  servant ,
A .  Jones ,  D . L . S .

Saltfleet,
D e c .  12, 1812.

T .  Ridout ,  Esq .
S u r v e y o r -G e n e r a l

Sir :  On your  ad v ice ,  I e n c lo s e  m y  old surveying  ac cou n ts ,  m ade  out at the re d u ce d
p r i c e  of 2 / 6  ( f r o m  7 /6 )  which amounts  to only 72 pounds c u r r e n c y  - I hope there  w i l l  
be no d i ff iculty  in your  p r o c u r in g  an audit f o r  that charge  and hope you w i l l  be so  
good and send me m y  f o r m e r  papers  left  with you together  with the minutes  of  
counc i l  re sp e c t in g  the said  old surveys ,  which m ay  enable me to make a further  
app l icat ion  to the execut ive ,  f o r  s om e  m o r e  co n s id e r a t io n .

I am,  Sir ,  your  m ost  obedient and humble servant .
A .  Jones ,  D . L . S .

Support our a d v e r t i s e r s . The equipment,  s e r v i c e s ,  in fo rm a t ion ,  etc .  which they 
advert ise  in our  co lum ns  is f o r  your benef it .


